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primitive vigour that he had thought could only be added to
it by increasing the county representation.
Fox never made a single motion for Parliamentary Reform,
and never submitted a single project. It \vould scarcely be
accurate to say that any project was ever devised to which he
gave an unqualified assent. Yet his attachment to Parliamen-
tary Reform was far deeper, and far less adventitious than
Pitt's, and it was not the mere accident that Pitt looked at
the question after 1784 with the optimism of office, and Fox
looked at it with the steadier eye of an Opposition leader,
that made one of them abandon and the other retain his first
enthusiasm. No doubt it was easier for Fox, whilst Pitt was
turning rich nobodies into Peers at the most rapid rate
in political history, to escape the genial illusion that all
forms of undue influence had been banished from public
life with Pitt's economical reforms. Indeed he said in 1797
that the corrupt influence of the Crown had made enormous
strides in destroying the power of electors since 1784, and he
instanced the fact that four-fifths of the elective franchises
of Scotland had fallen into the hands of government. But
the real cause of the difference between their views was a
fundamental difference of temper. Pitt, who was to show
himself to be a statesman of the class which "prefers to
tolerate a great amount of injustice rather than create a small
amount of disorder," regarded the question from the point of
view of the effective working of the constitution;I Fox
brought to the subject an enthusiasm, to which Pitt was a
stranger, for the idea of popular government. Parliamentary
Reform was not in his view merely a means of brightening
1 Note Pitt's defence of himself, in 1793. " In the history of this country
from the earliest period down to that in which I now speak, the number of
electors have always been few in proportion to that of the great body of the
people. My plan went to regulate the distribution of the right of electing
members, to add some and to transfer others : when such was my plan, am I to
be told that I have been an advocate for Parliamentary Reform, as if I had
espoused the same side of the question which is now taken up by these honour-
able gentlemen, and were now resisting that cause which I had formerly
supported ? "